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The Coming Epoch of the World. 





mS there are six days in the week devoted to toil 
and labor, after which comes Sunday, a day of rest, 
so say spiritual writers, there are six epochs of 
time, after which will follow the day of eternal 
rest. In the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, 
our Led mentioned several periods of time. Many recognize 
in the seven churches to which the Spirit of God wrote in the 
apocalypse, the seven epochs of the world. 

The servant of God, Bartholomew Holzhauser, who possessed 
the gift of prophecy in a remarkable manner, gives a more 
definite explanation of this, and draws the following conclusion: 
The time of tribulation that came over the Church after the 
disunion in faith caused by the unhappy reformation, will, after 
a great concluding judgment of God, come to a close, and then 
will follow an era of consolation for the Church; a time when 
Church and state will work hand in hand for the propagation 
of the kingdom of Christ, a time when the power of the sects of 
infidelity and heresy will be broken, and there will be but one 
flock and one Shepherd. 
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Regarding this explanation of the apocalypse, which refers 
especially to the countries of Europe, be it as it may; one thing, 
however, is certain, we are at the close of a great and unhappy 
epoch, and a new epoch of the world is approaching. 

A severe and painful judgment of God is passing over the 
sinful world that has ignored and despised Christ — a judgment 
similar to that of the Old Law in the time of the prophets when 
the holy City was destroyed and the chosen people abducted into 
slavery. After the seventy years of bondage and humiliation 
followed the restoration of the holy temple and the kingdom of God. 


The Church of God Held Captive. 


For centuries the Church of Christ has been languishing 
more or less in dire captivity. In many ways she was bound by 
the fetters of civil laws which handicapped the free and benignant 
exercise of her mission. On the other hand, the modern states 
gave full liberty to the sworn enemies of the Church, to heresy 
and infidelity. Liberty of religion, of conscience, of the press, and 
every possible kind of liberty was proclaimed, but liberty for the 
Catholic Church, for her supreme Head and her ministers was 
withheld. Just as at the time of pagan Rome, every idol was 
recognized, and freedom given to all forms of worship except to 
the Christian religion which was called “‘eligio illicita — the 
forbidden religion,” so the modern states gave liberty and protection 
to any and every kind of religion, the Catholic Church alone was 
fettered, even treated as dangerous to the state. In places where 
she still enjoyed a certain amount of freedom, her children were, 
nevertheless, considered inferior and often treated with contempt 
and suspicion. 

Consequently, the evil that had been given full liberty, increased 
at a frightful rate, and a deluge of sin and wickedness began to 
roll over the world, especially over Europe, in such a manner, that 
God had to say: “Hither and no further.” There came the 
judgment of God that had been long foretold, and which will 
continue until mankind returns again to his Creator and Redeemer, 
and restores to the Catholic Church that full liberty which is 
necessary for the welfare of nations. 

Free sway must be given to truth and morality, to things of 
the supernatural order; wickedness must be opposed with all 
possible energy. Pope and Church must become free, in order 
to be able to proclaim to all men, families and nations: Jesus 


Christ, the crucified God-man, the one true Lord and Redeemer 
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of the human race. There is coming a new epoch of the world, 
of the restoration of the kingdom of Christ, who said, “Behold, I 
make all things new.” 

Faith in the divinity of Jesus Christ, in his presence in the 
Holy Eucharist, must take deeper root in our hearts, become 
more active and more fruitful. We Catholics must by word and 
example confess Christ Jesus before all the world as the King 
of kings, as the Lord and Master of all creation. ‘Oppertet Illum 
regnare, volumus hunc regnare super nos. — We desire that he 
shall reign over us, and he must reign.” 


“Behold, I Make All Things New!” 


“Behold, I make all things new!” These words of the apoca- 
lypse refer not only to the end of the world, to the resurrection 
of the body and the formation of a new earth, but to the restoration 
of Christ’s kingdom as decreed in God’s eternal plan of salvation, 
and as announced by the Sacred Heart of Jesus to St. Gertrude, 
to Blessed Margaret Mary, and in our times, to Mary of the 
Divine Heart. 

The motto of the holy Father, Pius X., “To renew all 
things in Christ,” as well as the consecration of mankind to the 
Sacred Heart by Leo XIII., cannot go into effect by mere chance; 
it is to be accomplished during the twentieth century. Christ, 
through whom salvation has come to us, shall be proclaimed 
King from pole to pole, and in his royal Heart the Christian 
sects, the schismatics, and many infidels should again be united 
in one faith under one Shepherd. With God all things are possible. 

It will be, above all, an empire of love, an empire of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, an empire of the Holy Eucharist and of 
the Holy Ghost. The dominion of hatred, of hell, of perversity, 
will be superseded by the empire of brotherly love and good 
will, in, with and through Jesus Christ. 

Before the end of time, the most Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar, this supreme effusion of divine love of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, must be especially glorified on earth, as also his Mother, 
the Queen of hearts and of the universe. This reunion in faith 
will take place in the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. Catholics, 
therefore, and the parishes must flock thither to the Blessed 
Sacrament, to the hidden God, to the Bread of life, to the unbloody 
Sacrifice of the altar. 

With good reason, then, did Pius X. as well as Benedict XV. 
exhort the faithful to the observance of the decrees on Holy 
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Communion, to frequent and daily Communion, as also to the 
early Communion of children. By early and frequent reception 
of this heavenly Food, the baptismal innocence is to be preserved 
in children, and if unhappily it has been lost, it is to be restored 
as quickly as possible. This is a decree and will remain a decree. 
This law of the Church is necessary for the restoration of Christ’s 
kingdom. 

A new and holy generation must come and can only come 
through the Holy Eucharist which restores the kingdom of Christ. 
May the Eucharistic kingdom of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary come soon: this is the new epoch of the world. “Recedant 
vetera nova sint omnia, corda, voces et opera! — May all things 
become new, hearts, words and works!” 


ODIODIONDIODO 


The Triumph of the Church. 





D Warp OW-A-DAYS many a one asks himself: will Christ’s 
. Wo aly kingdom, the Church, ever be victorious again in 
| low, y this world, or must it wait to celebrate its eternal 
pene f 





triumph in the world to come? We must all pray 

se) and labor for the temporal triumph of the Church; 
the eternal triumph is certain, because that concerns God alone. 
God wills that we often and earnestly repeat the petition of the 
Our Father: Hallowed be thy name, thy kingom come. He de- 
sires also that we suffer and combat for the victory of the Church 
here on earth, as the faithful angels in heaven combated against 
the rebellious spirits. 

Christ’s kingdom on earth, the holy Catholic Church, is now 
being attacked and persecuted from all sides, and many a faint- 
hearted Catholic doubts whether the Church will ever be victorious 
over so many enemies. However, if we realize what the Church 
is, we need not fear. It is the body of Jesus Christ, whose head is 
he himself, and whose spirit is the Holy Ghost. The Church, Jesus 
Christ and the Holy Ghost are one. The Church is the image of 
Christ, and must walk the same road that he walked, namely, the 
way of the cross; she must conquer from the cross, as did Christ 
himself. Thus has she conquered for nearly two thousand years; 
thus will she conquer now, and we believe that the time of her 
victory is near. 

For four hundred years, the Church has been persecuted by 
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apostate, deluded children; gradually she was pushed out of public 
life entirely. Christian nations separated themselves in public life 
from Christ, from the Pope and the Church. In many cases the 
State assumed a hostile attitude towards the Church, yea, the 
watch-word has already been adopted to annihilate the Church 
of Christ, by overthrowing the rock of Peter. But God who recog- 
nized as full, the measure of suffering for the Spouse of Christ, 
permitted the nations hostile to the Church to go their way, and 
thus by the horrors of war they began to attack one another. Now 
these unhappy nations must do penance for the sins they committed 
against the Pope and the Church, and this they must do until they 
again acknowledge God’s kingdom on earth, and the Pope as the 
Vicar of Christ. 

The life of Jesus is the prototype of the life of the Church. 
The proclamation that he would build his Church upon the rock 
of Peter, was immediately followed by the doctrine of the passion 
and then crowned with the transfiguration of Christ. After the 
declaration of the dogma of the infallibility and full power of the 
Pope by the Vatican Council, suffering, revolt and contradiction 
followed, then this horrible world war. But we may trusttully 
hope that these storms will be succeeded by the transfiguration 
of the Church, that is, the restoration of Christ’s kingdom. 

The heavy cross of war that has been laid upon Christian 
Europe and the evils that come in consequence, constitute the 
atonement for the sins of nations, whereby God’s justice is appeased, 
and the peace of God will enter into the reconciled nations through 
the Church. “Oh, how beautiful will it be then,” says a saintly 
soul, “when Jesus will be proclaimed King, and Mary, Queen of 
the universe!” 

Before the end of time, the most Blessed Sacrament of the 
altar, and the Heart of Jesus hidden therein, will once more be 
publicly glorified on earth, and honored as the restorer of peace 
among the nations, as Leo XIII. expressly announced in the con- 
secration of mankind to the Sacred Heart. The God-man, Jesus 
Christ, will conquer and with him his Vicar and his Church. In 
the cross there is victory and peace. 


Be Catholic from Head to Foot. 


In our day we must be Catholic from head to foot, from the 
very root, in every fiber of our heart. If the root is holy, the tree, 
the branches and twigs are likewise holy. 

We must have men who are Catholic through and through, 
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who think, feel and act Catholic. Men, who do not bend their 
knees before Baal; Machabees, who do not fraternize with hea- 
thens, with the principles of the godless world. 

We are Catholics, and desire to be so entirely, this is what God 
requires as well as the holy Father, Benedict XV., who says, that we 
should be Catholics in the fullest sense of the word. The term Cath- 
olic is sacred, and will suffer no restriction. If we refuse to:yccept 
one Catholic doctrine, we have lost the entire Catholi¢ faith; if we 
diminish one truth, we place the whole truth in darkness, for the 
Catholic truth can tolerate no error, no worldly spirit at its side, no 
more than God could tolerate other gods beside himself. 

There is in progress a separation of spirits. The wheat — that 
is, souls in sanctifying grace — are being separated from the chaff — 
that is, souls who are living in mortal sin. 

“He that is not with Christ is against him; he that gathereth 
not with him, scattereth.” The Sacred Heart of Jesus, the living, 
pulsating Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, will manifest 
itself more gloriously than ever, as our Lord declared to Blessed 
Margaret Mary, “I shall reign despite Satan and his accomplices.” 

The enthronement of the Divine Heart in families is the act 
of his solemnly taking possession of each individual Catholic 
home. If Christ reign again in the family, the good must separate 
itself from the evil. “Be ye separate,” said our Lord, “and touch 
not the unclean thing, and I will be your God and you shall be 
my people.” (2 Cor. vi. 17.) 

Away then with a liberal and modern Catholicism; there shall 
be no mingling of truth and error, no religious medley, no 
“interconfessionalism.” Whenever the Jews formed companion- 
ship with the pagans they were punished. How did God punish 
all those kings, even Solomon? It is the same in our day. To 
be a Catholic means to be penetrated by the realization that 
there is one God, one Christ, only one Church in which there 
is salvation for souls, for families and nations. There is no other 
name in which there is salvation; but that of our God, Jesus 
Christ and his Church, which is built on the unshaken rock of 
Peter, and against which the gates of hell shall never prevail. 

If we have the greatest grace given to man on earth, to be 
Catholics, children of the Catholic Church, we must be so wholly, 
from head to foot, with heart and soul. Catholic thoughts and 
sentiments must animate us in private and public life, then will 
the Church here on earth attain to its triumph. 











Let Us Hearken to the Voice of the Holy Father. 





And there was a great battle in 
heaven (the Church); Michael and his 
angels fought with the dragon, and the 
dragon fought his angels (Apoc. xii. 7). 

Vs) “4} HAT a deplorable state of affairs exists in the world 

” at present! It has become a veritable Babylon, a 
chaos in which even many of the faithful may be 
confused regarding their duties. This is the time 
Za) predicted by our Lord when false prophets will 
arise, ee say: Here is Christ, there is Christ; here is truth, there 
is truth; here is justice, there is right. For those who wish to 
avoid being swallowed up by this whirlpool of opinions, there is 
but one course: Hearken to the voice of the Popes, the infallible 
teachers of nations, of whom God says: These are my beloved 
sons, hear ye them. 

Catholic people, flock about the holy Father, hearken to his 
words, obey punctually his instructions and you will be saved. In 
this desert of time the Pope is the pillar of fire for the people 
of God, lighting the way to the promised land. It is high time 
that we follow the call of the Sovereign Pontiffs, all of us, both 
the hearing Church and the teaching Church; for the time will 
come when even the “stars” in the sky of the Church may fall, 
unless they listen to the one infallible teacher. So we propose 
to let a few rays of that “Light in the sky,” called Leo XIII, fall 
upon the Catholics to light their shadowy path that they may 
walk the way of salvation securely. Let us hear what this 
illustrious Pope said in the first place regarding the great enemies 
of the Church, and the pernicious object they have in view in 
oppressing our holy religion. 


The Empire of God and the Empire of Satan. 


In the encyclical Humanum genus — the human race, Leo 
XIII. teaches that through the envy of the devil the human race 
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was miserably separated from God, its Creator and merciful 
friend. It divided itself into two hostile encampments which are 
continually waging war, one for truth aud virtue, the other for 
everything opposed to godliness and truth. The former is the 
empire of God on earth, the true Church of Christ whose members, 
if they sincerely wish to belong to the Church and to work out 
their salvation, must necessarily serve God and his only-begotten 
Son with their whole heart and their whole soul. The other 
division is the empire of Satan. Under this dominion are all 
those who follow this rebellious prince, imitate him, and like 
the first parents, trespass God’s supreme laws or live without 
God, yea, fight against God. 

Regarding these empires, the same encyclical mentions the 
doctrine of St. Augustine who clearly describes them and their 
object, and sums up their essence in the following words: “Two 
kinds of love brought forth the two empires: the kingdom of 
this world proceeds from love of one’s personal self, going so far 
as to despise God; the empire of heaven proceeds from the love 
of God, going so far as to despise one’s personal self.” 

Thus, according to the writings of Leo XIII. and St. Augustine, 
there are on earth, the same as in the world to come, only two 
empires: the empire of Christ and the empire of Satan. To the 
former belong all souls of all nations who are in the state of 
sanctification. To gain souls for one or the other empire is the 
purpose of the warfare of both. 

Stand up, therefore, courageous soldiers of Christ, made so 
‘by the sacrament of confirmation. Save souls, save many; your 
reward will be exceedingly great. But above all, save your own 
soul and those entrusted to you in your family or in your school 
or parish. Let us be ready to battle for Christ and sacrifice 
ourselves generously for the salvation of souls! 


ODSODWODODO 


By this mystery Christ unites himself to each one of 
the faithful. We become one body with him, members of 
his flesh and of his bones; and this is effected, not only 
by charity, but by the very fact that we are actually united 
to his flesh, and this is done by the Food which he has 


given us. St. Chrysostom. 
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Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Families. 





agai ANY of our readers have read the booklet entitled, 
“Message of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” * This 
Message has the approval of the book-censor of the 
Vatican, and millions of copies have been circulated 
in every language. It has contributed greatly to 
the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in families, and to 
fill the hearts of Christians with proper sentiments of devotion. 

In this Message, the Sacred Heart of Jesus exclaims: “I am 
freezing!” — It finds so little return of love, so little gratitude and 
devotedness; it finds the hearts of God’s children so cold! “I 
hunger, | thirst for souls! Request my faithful ones to warm me 
with their love. Souls, souls, souls is what I desire them to give 
me! .... The more the nations turn away from me and renounce 
me, the more does my sweet Mother urge me to reveal and pour 
out the treasures of love, of mercy, and the grace of salvation 
that are enclosed within my heart.” 

As at the wedding feast of Cana, Mary urges our Lord, plead- 
ing: They have no wine of love anymore. And to us she says: 
Do whatsoever he shall say to you; the Heart of Jesus will manifest 
its love and mercy most bountifully. 

The Message continues: “Devotion to my Sacred Heart is 
widely spread and is a consolation to me because by this devotion 
many souls are drawn and united to me, yet, how little are the 
infinite treasures of my Divine Heart understood. My Blessed 
Mother earnestly petitions me, and the love of my own Heart impels 
me to distribute these treasures of grace and to encourage souls to 
submerge themselves wholly into this ocean of mercy and love.” 

This is the spirit of enthronement that announces Jesus as the 
King of love and mercy, who even begs for the love of human 
creatures; it is that divine love that languishes for souls, as St. 
Gertrude tells us. Our Lord says further in the Message: “Prop- 
agate this appeal of my heart to the very limits of the earth..... 
Oh, proclaim it to all from pole to pole .... tell them how ardently 
I love them! Beseech them to heed the urgent and loving appeal 
of my Heart which begs them to descend into the innermost depths 
of their souls where they will find me; tell them there to unite 
themselves with me. .... How few, even of the most devout and 





* Two copies 5 ¢ts.; 100 copies $2.00 
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zealous of my best friends, vividly realize that | abide in their 
innermost hearts, burning with desire to unite them with me! 
And why is this so? Alas! they are yet so exterior, and live, as 
it were, on the surface of their souls. If they would withdraw 
themselves from the allurements of the exterior world, in order to 
penetrate alone into the interior of their soul, deep down where 
I am dwelling, how easily they could findme. What a life of holy 
union, full of light and love, might they then live with me!” 

It is in this that the spirit of enthronement manifests itself, that 
we at last realize and believe that Christ lives in us, that he is our 
life, that in holy baptism Christ has taken the place of our personal 
“self” that he is our wisdom and our justice. The object is that 
we fully comprehend the word Christian, which means, another 
Chri&t. 


“Oh, That They Would Confidently Turn to My Mother!” 


To quote from the heavenly Message again: “Oh, that they 
would confidently turn to my Mother. She is also their Mother.... 
Be it made known to you that this very Mother of divine love 
possesses the secret of this wonderful union, a union which my 
Heart in a new, infinite effusion of mercy and love offers.... for 
the salvation and sanctification of souls.” 

Doubtless, the secret of Mary, spoken of in the Message, 
is that taught by Blessed de Montfort of which he says, “Those 
who faithfully practice this true devotion to Mary, the Queen 
of hearts, will be trained in the school of Mary to become new 
apostles of the kingdom of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” The 
practice of the true devotion to Mary according to Blessed de 
Montfort, as explained in “The Golden Book” cannot be too 
highly recommended. It is the way to the true veneration of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

The spirit of enthronement of the Sacred Heart in families, 
in Catholic schools, in church societies and parishes, is that of 
charity. The charity enkindled by the grace of the Holy Ghost, 
which converts hearts and inflames them with divine love. It 
is the ardent desire of the holy Father, Benedict XV., that all 
who announce the word of God, and all Catholic writers, should 
Strive to inculcate this spirit of charity in the hearts of the 
faithful, that the Catholics of warring nations may again become 
united in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the centre of truth and 
charity for the welfare of the nations and of the whole world. 
Above every nation stands the kingdom of Jesus Christ, his holy 
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Church, which will remain forever after all other kingdoms shall 
have passed away. 

The spirit of enthronement is also that of our holy Father, 
Benedict XV., the Vicar of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The 
Pope is the representative of the charity of the Holy Ghost on 
earth, and the bishops and priests are the organs, the bearers 
and channels of this charity. They become so through holy 
orders whereby they were placed by God as mediators of grace 
between him and the people. The priest has received power to 
forgive sins, to reconcile sinful mankind with the Most High. His 
hands have been anointed to offer the Lamb of God for the 
reconciliation of the nations. The priests are the ambassadors 
of Christ, the organs of the Holy Ghost, of charity and peace, as 
is written: “How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace.” 

The spirit of enthronement of the Sacred Heart is the spirit 
of charity and peace. The fact that Christ is the King of charity 
and mercy should be continually emphasized, until the hearts 
melt under the influence of this warmth, so that love may con- 
quer hatred, and peace and union triumph over strife and discord. 

We are on the eve of the era of the Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter of Christendom; the epoch which will succeed the period 
of tribulation that has reached its climax in this world war. Upon 
the ruins and desolations of this present bloody conflict, there 
will spring up and flourish a new life; a new humanity will rise 
up through the breathing of the Holy Spirit, and the face of the 
earth will be renewed. This Spirit will give testimony of Christ, 
especially of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and will everywhere 
honor him upon the throne. The Holy Ghost will give testimony 
and proclaim: Christ is King of the faithful children; he is King 
of those who had deserted the Father’s house, but have returned; 
he is King of the schismatics who become reconciled with the 
Mother Church; he is King of the pagans, that in their darkness 
they may recognize the light of Christ. 

This Spirit will re-establish order and peace among countries; 
it will restore liberty and freedom to the Pope and holy Church. 
Let Christ whose kingdom is without end ascend the throne of 
his father David and reign over the nations of the earth. From 
pole to pole, homage shall again be offered him as the Savior of soci- 
ety, through whom it once more obtained peace and salvation. 
In the power of the Holy Spirit, may the kingdom of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus come, the kingdom of charity and reconciliation! 
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Remark. 


The following words of Cardinal Gasparri show how much 
the Pope has at heart the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in families. He writes: “The holy Father desires that the 
enthronement of the Sacred Heart be preached most zealously 
and practiced with greatest charity. Hereby a deeper knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and a more intimate union with him will 
be effectually obtained for the welfare of Christian families.” 


In order that the devotion of the enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart may be fostered among our readers, and to 
make its practice easy, we have published a_ booklet 
entitled, ‘‘All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus!’’ This pamphlet 
contains inspiring articles on the veneration of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, beautiful prayers and a number of acts 
of consecration for, individuals as well as for whole 
families. Per copy, 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00. 


ODS OD@WODO@DVWO 


THE APOSTOLIC WORK OF THE PRESS. 





all nations, to spread the gospel throughout 
.the world. Faithful to this commission, the 
holy Church today still sends her missionaries who go 
forward to bring the tidings of the gospel to heathens 
in foreign lands. But these are not the only kind of 
missionaries of which the Church stands in need; right 
here at home she has need of missionaries, apostles 
of the press, to foster the love of God in the hearts 
of the faithful, to spread the truth by literature. Just 
as the truth that is preached enters the soul by the 
ear, so the truth that is printed enters the mind by 
the eye. 

Numberless souls are daily lost through bad litera- 
ture; literature attacking the faith, literature against 
morals and the sanctity of matrimony. How many a 
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maiden has lost her virtue — an immoral book prepared 
the way. There is, for instance, an excellent woman, 
known for her zealous faith and charity; a friend places 
an irreligious book into her hands, she reads in it, she 
studies over it, commences to doubt and consequently 
loses her faith. The harm that is daily done to the 
children of God by immoral and irreligious writing can 
not be measured. 

Could we behold the sad state of the numerous 
victims of bad literature, we would be stunned with 
horror. On the contrary, could we see how many souls 
can be saved by good reading matter, we would be 
amazed and rejoiced. In order, however, that the prod- 
uct of the good press produce fruit, it is of prime im- 
portance that the cause be espoused by noble souls 
who do not shrink from sacrifice and trouble. What 
an incentive it would be to others, if ten or twelve 
noble-minded young ladies and women would band 
together, and with united strength work for the circu- 
lation of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” and for the spread 
of our edifying and instructive booklets! United efforts 
stimulate courage, it makes work easier and insures 
success. 

We are much gratified to find that so many of our 
kind readers have generously responded to our appeal 
and have of late worked most zealously to spread our 
magazine. They have in a substantial way made evi- 
dent their zeal for the glory of God, and their appre- 
ciation of elevating literature. We trust that many 
more of our esteemed friends will be animated with 
this noble and truly apostolic spirit. 


eSototests 


REMARK.— Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, 
according to the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 
and 1641, in so far as the Chureh has not decided upon them, 
elaim only human eredence. 








Peace through Mary! 





Recent Appeal of Benedict XV. for Peace. 


N a recent letter to Cardinal Gasparri, the holy Father 

hails with joy the enthronement of the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus in families, and hopes that by gazing upon this 

Divine Heart, mankind may be inspired by thoughts of 
peace. Once more the holy Father lifts up his voice for peace, 
and trusts that the children of the same Father may soon again 
recognize one another as brothers. The unspeakable suffering 
of the nations has made the desire for peace universal; it depends 
on the rulers to comply with the people’s request. 

The Pope invites all to practice devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, to receive the sacraments frequently, and more 
than ever, to implore the aid of the Blessed Virgin Mary, through 
whose hands, divine providence distributes all graces to the poor 
descendants of Adam. 

Benedict XV. commissioned Cardinal Gasparri, to make 
known to all the bishops of the world, his ardent desire that 
peace be implored through Mary. For this end, after June 1st, 
the invocation, “Queen of Peace, pray for us,” was definitively, 
that is, for always, inserted in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin. 

“From all over the world may this pious invocation rise to 
heaven,” says the holy Father. “From the magnificent cathedrals 
to the smallest chapels, from the palaces of the rich and great 
to the humble cottage of the poor, from the din of bloody battles 
on land and sea, let this cry of peace rise to Mary, the Mother 
of mercy, the supplicating omnipotence. This invocation will 
bring before her throne the anguished cries of wives and mothers, 
the sighs of innocent children and of all compassionate hearts. 
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In her maternal solicitude may Mary, our tender Mother, at last 
obtain the desired peace for the rebellious world, and give to 
future generations a new proof of the efficacy of her powerful 
mediation with God.” 


A PRAYER TO MARY FOR PEACE 
By His Holiness, Pope Benedié&t XV. 


Hail, holy Mother of God, sublime Queen of peace! 
Through the most Sacred Heart of Jesus, thy Son, the 
Prince of peace, cause his anger to cease that he may 
reign over usin peace. Remember, O most gracious Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known, that anyone who fled to 
thy protection was left unaided. Inspired with this confi- 
dence I come to thee. Despise not my words, O Mother 
of the Word, but in thy mercy hear and answer them, O 
loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! Amen. 
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A Votive Church to be Erected in Honor 
of Mary, Queen of Peace. 





N these troublesome times, the magnanimous young em- 
peror, Charles of Austria, with all his people has taken 
refuge to the Mother of God, the Queen of peace. This 
impressive ceremony took place on Low Sunday at St. 
Stephen’s cathedral, Vienna. Early in the morning the Streets 
of the capital leading to the church were thronged with people, 
and soon an immense multitude had assembled in that vicinity. 
Solemn high Mass was celebrated, at the conclusion of which 
the Blessed Sacrament was exposed; the emperor and the 
cardinal archbishop of Vienna knelt together in holy adoration. 
Then the emperor read the following prayer: “We are conscious 
of our weakness and helplessness, but trust in thy aid, O God. 
Though we have often turned away from thy grace and ignored 
thy holy precepts, we nevertheless pray to thee with all our 
heart: Give peace to our countries....! Before thee, O God 
Almighty, we, the ruler and people of Austria promise today, 
that in Vienna, the capital of the empire, we will erect a church 
and dedicate it to Mary, the Queen of peace. In this church 
we will annually celebrate the day of peace with solemn services, 
followed by a novena in honor of Our Lady, before this her 
image. Bless, O Lord, this our resolution and grant peace in 
our days!” 














Mary is a Mother of Mercy. 





mnt N one of the volumes of his compiled works, the 
renowned French journalist, Louis Veuillot, relates 
two interesting occurrences. The details are from 
a reliable source, having been recounted to him by 
Doctor Fabas, a learned physician of the Pyrenees. 
Once when ata sanitarium at Eaux-Bonnes, near the boundary 
of Spain, this surgeon met a patient suffering from an ugly bullet 
wound in his leg. The wound was alive with vermin. First of all 
the physician tried to destroy these, but no remedy proved effective. 

“Doctor,” said the sufferer one day, “do not go to any more 
trouble, it is useless; I shall keep this terrible affliction until I die.” 

“Really, this is something extraordinary,” the doctor remarked. 
“In all the years of my practice, | never saw anything like it, and 
I have handled many a case. Where did you get this wound?” 

“In Spain,” replied the patient, “and the reason why it does 
not heal, you shall know. 

“I was twenty years old,” he continued, “when, in 1793, I was 
compelled to join a regiment sent to Spain by the government of 
the French Revolution. There were three from our village, Thom- 
as, Frank andI. We had been influenced by the ungodly maxims 
of the age, in other words, we were infidels, or rather three wicked 
Sriplings who prided themselves on having imbibed the revolu- 
tionary spirit. 

“We three fellows had a gay journey together. On nearing 
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our destination, we passed through a little village, where in a niche 
over the church door, we saw a carved wooden statue of the 
Blessed Virgin. Despite the ravages of revolution and revolution- 
ists, it had remained uninjured. Instigated by Satan, one of our 
number suggested to ridicule the superstition of the peasants by 
profaning the image. As we had our guns with us, Thomas 
proposed to shoot at the statue. With a roar of laughter, Frank 
consented. I shrunk with horror from incurring the guilt of such 
an outrage, yet fearing to be considered less brave than my com- 
rades by failing to assent, I endeavored to dissuade them from their 
purpose. Thoughts of my good mother rushed in quick succession 
through my mind. I was mocked for my cowardice. Thomas 
loaded his gun and fired. The bullet struck the statue in the 
forehead. Frank was next. He aimed — the shot penetrated the 
breast. ‘Now it’s your turn,’ they said. I dared not refuse. I 
trembled as I aimed, and while involuntarily closing my eyes, I 
hit the statue.” 

** “On the leg?’ inquired the doctor. 

“Yes, on the leg above the knee, just here where I was 
wounded. You see why! can not be cured. After this terrible 
deed we continued our journey. An old woman who had seen 
our blasphemous sport, said warningly, ‘You are going to war; this 
impious act will bring you no luck.’ Thomas threatened her, but 
already filled with remorse of conscience, I was vexed and troubled. 
Frank, although less affected than I, was also despondent and 
irritated. We ended our day’s march in this painful mood, having 
more than once quarreled among ourselves. In the evening we 
joined our regiment. I tell you, it was no joy for me to go to 
battle the following days; the image of the outraged statue 


haunted me. 
The Fatal Shot. 


“Meanwhile everything went all right. Thomas distinguished 
himself for exceptional bravery. The exploit was finished, the 
enemy defeated. Orders to discontinue the pursuit were given. 
All at once a rifle shot was fired from a rock; it seemed to have 
come from the sky. Thomas reeled, then suddenly fell with his 
face to the ground. Frank and I hastened to pick him up. He 
was dead. The bullet had pierced his forehead between the eyes, 
on the very spot where two days previously he had struck the 
Statue! Pale as death, Frank and | looked at each other, too 
horrified to utter a word. 

“At ‘the bivouac Frank lay beside me. He did not sleep. 
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I waited for him to speak that I might suggest some prayer to 
him, but he was silent and I dared not refer to the subject that 
was keeping us both awake. The following day, the enemy, with 
new impulse, renewed the attack. We realized it would be a 
bloody conflict and pressing my hand, Frank said, ‘Today is my 
turn; lucky for you that you did not aim well.’ The unhappy 
youth was not mistaking. This time we were driven back. 
During the retreat we were under heavy fire, but Frank and | 
escaped uninjured. Vain hope! A flash shot forth from one 
of the trenches where lay a seriously injured Spaniard; Frank 
fell—a bullet in his breast. O doctor, what a death! In agony, 
he rolled on the ground calling for a priest. The godless soldiers 
shrugged their shoulders, and he expired. He was left lying by 
the roadside. 

“From that moment I felt convinced that it would not be 
long before a bullet would strike me down, and I determined to 
confess my sacrilegious deed to the first priest I should meet. 
Unfortunately, Ifound none. Meantime, we engaged in various 
encounters, and as | escaped unharmed my fear gradually abated, 
unfortunately my good resolutions also vanished. 


“I Thought No More about the Crime.” 


“On my return home to France, | was promoted to a higher 
military rank, and in my lightheartedness, | thought no more 
about the crime. I failed to make any atonement and ceased 
to fear any further punishment. But when we reached the border, 
my infamous deed came vividly back to my memory. As if to 
prove it a direct punishment, I was struck by a shot from our 
own ranks, here, doctor, where you see the wound. Thus the 
old woman’s prediction was fulfilled —I still hear her — ‘You 
are going to war; but this impious act will bring you no luck.’ 

“My comrades were dead, and 1 came back wounded. At 
first the injury did not appear serious. The surgeon declared 
that in a few days I would be all right and could leave the 
hospital. I myself had hopes, but my amazement increased to 
terror when | perceived, gathering in the wound, these indestruc- 
tible worms that have baffled the skill of all physicians. 

“For twenty years, doctor, I have dragged this wound around. 
I have tried every remedy, but all have proved futile. It is 
true, | pray to God to cure me and hope in his mercy, but I do 
not complain. This affliction has proved salutary for many souls, 
especially for my own. I am well aware that if I reach the end 
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of my days in the friendship of God as a Christian penitent, | 
owe it to this terrible wound. Then I shall consider myself 
fortunate that I had to limp. I have no hopes of being cured, 
but I confide in God’s mercy, and trust to die in his grace, through 
the intercession of her to whom I offered such a horrible insult.” 

This is Dr. Fabas’ narration, as Louis Veuillot heard it from 
the lips of a renowned archbishop who himself was a native of 
Bearn in the Pyrenees. The latter declares that Dr. Fabas was 
an excellent man, incapable of rendering an unscrupulous testi- 
mony, and that the archbishop himself, was personally aware of 
facts not less remarkable which occurred in the same country 
about the sametime. It is to these striking manifestations of divine 
vengeance that he ascribes the preservation of the true faith 
among those simple and upright people. The prelate related 
the following incident that happened while he was still young. 
He was personally acquainted with eye-witnesses. 


A Statue of the Mother of God Cast into a Well. 


In a village of the department or province of Bearn, the 
revolutionists had, among numberless other insults, removed an 
ancient and beautiful statue of the Blessed Virgin. One of them, 
desiring to distinguish himself for his unholy zeal, proposed that 
the image be cast into a well. No sooner said than done. But 
the shouts of laughter and the blasphemies accompanying this 
outrageous deed were of short duration. The ringleader of the 
sacrilegious act was instantly struck blind, and had to be led 
home. This sudden punishment, however, did not convert him. 
He remained obdurate, blind to the light of heaven and earth, a 
living lesson for others. 

Years passed; peace and the service of God had once more 
been restored. The fact that the statue had been Still left in the 
well, was a source of grief to the faithful. One day the pastor 
said to his parishioners, “My friends, we must make reparation 
to the Mother of God and draw her sacred image out of the 
well where years ago it was scornfully thrown.” All agreed 
joyfully. The necessary arrangements were made; the day ap- 
pointed was like a festival. All the inhabitants of the village 
had assembled at the well, all except the pastor, who was supposed 
to conduct the work. Finally he came. To the amazement of 
the people he was leading the well-known blind man. A mur- 
mur of indignation passed through the crowd, but the pastor 
gave a sign that he wished to speak. 
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“Christians,” said the priest, “this poor blind man, urged by 
pangs of conscience, came to me this morning to ask me and you 
for a favor, which I promised him in your name. He humbly begs 
to be permitted to aid us in pulling up the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin. Ten years ago he helped to cast it into this well, but now 
he abhors his sacrilege for which he suffered just punishment, and 
begs forgiveness from God, from the Blessed Virgin and from you. 
I can assure you that God and the Blessed Virgin have pardoned 
him; now it is your turn, my brethren.” 

“Yes,” pleaded the blind man stretching out his hands and 
weeping, “I beg your forgiveness. I have had no peace, my con- 
science tortures me, | beg your pardon and forgiveness.” 

“Yes, yes, it is all forgiven and forgotten; let him come, let 
him come!” the people shouted joyfully, visibly touched by the 
words of the humble penitent. 

The man was led to the brink of the well, and a rope was 
placed in his hands for him to pull. Several men had climbed 
down, and wonderful to relate, found the statue unharmed. It was 
fastened to the ropes, and while the assembly sang the Litany of 
the Blessed Virgin the statue was drawn up. Acclamations of joy 
greeted its appearance. But one voice resounded above all the 
rest, and silenced everybody. It was the blind man’s joyful cry; 
on his knees, his arms outstretched, he kept crying out, “I can 
see, I can see, I can see!” 

The people pressed around him. Yes, he could see, it was no 
deception, and from that day his eyesight remained unimpaired. 
He followed the triumphal procession and helped to replace the 
Statue in its former position. He lived several years more as a 
witness and proclaimer of the mercy of Mary. 
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Beauty of the Angels. 





ITH the view of inspiring our readers with greater 
devotion for the holy guardian angels, we intend to 
publish one or two articles in every August issue in 
praise and honor of our heavenly guardians. Not only 
the assistance they render us should draw us to love them, but 
also their exalted beauty and perfection. Indeed, human language 
is utterly inadequate to express the beauty of the angels. The 
supreme loveliness of the celestial spirits can be compared with 








nothing in this world. It far surpasses everything that is beautiful 
and pleasing to our mortal eyes. 

How exquisitely beautiful is the blue vaulted heaven, when 
like so many sparkling gems, it is studded with myriads of stars. 
All natural beauty and grandeur grows dim when compared to 
the charm and magnificence of the starry heavens on a tranquil 
summer's night. Beautiful is the sun, which, because of its wonder- 
ful splendor and radiance, was adored as a divine being by many 
pagan nations. 

Beautiful is the human form. It is related of Moses, that as 
a child he was so attractive, that when he was carried in the 
Street, people came flocking around to gaze on his lovely features. 
The mere sight of him turned sadness into joy. We read of 
Johanna, a daughter of Alphonse V., king of Portugal, that on 
account of her exceptionally graceful figure and charming dis- 
position, her hand was sought by all distinguished Christian 
kings. Louis XI. was particularly anxious to gain this royal 
princess for his eldest son, Charles VIII. On receiving a portrait 
of Johanna, King Louis was so enchanted at sight of it that he 
fell on his knees to thank God that during his lifetime he had 
created on earth so perfect a human being. 

Now, if temporal and transitory things are so exceedingly 
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lovely, what a marvelous, inexpressible beauty must be that of an 
angelic being, who, as a wholly spiritual nature, is far more 
splendid and exalted than any created beauty! There is nothing 
more beautiful, more sublime, more excellent among all creation, 
than the angels. The angelic spirit surpasses every bodily crea- 
ture by reason of the dignity of his nature and his origin. All 
human beauty, either of persons or things, which has ever existed 
from the beginning of the world or shall yet be to the end of 
time, is, in comparison with the beauty of the angels, less similar 
than an ugly worm compared with the charming face of youth. 

St. Anselm, speaking of the glory and brightness of the 
angels, says, “Were an angel to hover in the sky surrounded 
by as many radiant suns as there are sparkling stars in the 
heavens, all these suns would disappear before the splendor of 
the angel, just as the stars fade away when the sun rises.” 

To conclude, we can give no better description of the 
splendor of angels than to quote from St. Dionysius: “An angel 
is the most vivid and beautiful image of divine beauty itself, 
the bright mirror upon which fall the rays of divine light and 
glory, and which reflects this glory for the honor of the Most 
High” (Div. non.c. 4). 
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St. Michael, the Archangel. 





T. Michael is universally considered the most exalted 
of all the angels in heaven, the highest among the 
seraphim. He combated the proud Lucifer and 
his adherents, and through divine assistance cast 

2 j them into hell. St. Michael is also the defender 
of the children of God who succors them in life and comes to 
aid them in their fearful death struggle. According to St. 

Augustine and St. Bonaventure, he not only assists these souls 

in their last moments upon which depends their eternity, but he 

also conducts them to heaven. Veneration of St. Michael is 
especially suited for our time when God’s people, are more than 
ever, surrounded and threatened by the powers of hell. 

Can anyone still doubt the importance of venerating St. 
Michael, after the holy Father ordained that at the end of Mass 
he be invoked the world over? Lucifer is the prince of this 
world, and with his own malignity he stamps the spirit of the age. 
The revolt against God and his holy Church, the infidelity, mockery, 
public and secret battle against God which rages everywhere, 
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must be attributed to the direct influence of Lucifer, the angel 
of rebellious hatred. Therefore, we must invoke that holy prince 
of heaven who honored God by conquering Lucifer, and embla- 
zoning upon his shield: “Who is like God!” 

St. Francis de Sales says, “Veneration of St. Michael is the 
great remedy against despising the rights of God, against insubor- 
dination, skepticism and infidelity.” “In our time,” writes Cardinal 
Mermillod, “when the very foundation of society is shaken in 
consequence of having denied the rights of God, it is necessary 
that we revive the veneration of St. Michael, and with him raise 
the victorious cry: ‘Who is like God?” 

St. Michael will, indeed, lend his assistance to the Church in 
the dreadful battle in which she is now engaged. It will come 
to pass as foretold by the prophet Daniel: “At that time shall 
Michael rise up, the great prince who standeth for the children 
of thy people; and a time shall come such as never was, from 
the time that nations began even until that time. And at that 
time shall thy people be saved, every one that shall be found 
written in the book” (Dan. xii. 1). 


ODWINDW OVW IDO 


SUFFERING FRIEND ! 


Does the cross weigh heavily and your desolate heart 
long for comfort? Under the pressure of trial does your 
faith waver and your trust in God’s providence falter? 
Oppressed by sickness, does the consciousness of your 
inability to assist others make the pang keener? Read — 


“Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted.” 


It will show you suffering in its true light, not as an 
evil,’ but as a God-given treasure. The consoling words 
will calm your troubled soul by inspiring greater confidence 
in God's love and mercy. It will reveal to you, not only 
how to merit day by day much for yourself, but likewise 
how to labor for others by the apostleship of suffering. 
This booklet will be welcomed in every home. It contains 
a message of hope for many a lonely heart. Distribute 
it in families and hospitals. Be an apostle of the press 
and prove instrumental in revealing to others how to be 
apostles of suffering. Single copies 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00. 


Address, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 
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The Guardian Angel, a Special Protector 
of the Devout. 





mg St | 


Tes ROM numberless examples we learn that the angels 
a associate in a friendly and intimate manner with 
those who are specially devoted to prayer, and 
is z who, in particular, love to assist at holy Mass. The 
annals of the Savian monastery under the direction 
of Father § — i record a very striking instance of this wonderful 
communication. 

, Acertain Father of the Order was accustomed to celebrate 
Mass with exceptional reverence and recollection. Once as he 
pronounced the words: “Jube haec perferri per manus sanéti angeli 
tui in sublime altare tuum — Command these things to be carried 
by the hands of thy holy angel to thy altar on high,” he saw the 
angels clad in radiant garments, with beaming countenances, sur- 
rounding the altar. Among these there was one who far surpassed 
the others in beauty and greatness. He took the consecrated 
Host from the altar, elevated it and presented it to the divine 
Majesty, while the other angels rejoiced and congratulated him 
on his special privilege. After beholding this consoling spectacle, 
the holy priest directed his eyes toward the altar table, where he 
again saw the sacred Host lying upon the corporal. Sentiments 
of sublime devotion filled his soul as he proceeded with the august 
Sacrifice of Mass and concluded with inexpressible joy. 

Father John Angeleptus was privileged to hold familiar in- 
tercourse with the angels, and it is related that a special favor 
was granted him by his angel guardian. When he said Mass, his 
angel would hand him the chalice, publicly, in sight of all who 
were present. When St. Boniface, bishop of Lausanne, offered 
up the host at Mass, a virgin consecrated to God beheld two 
angels standing beside him, one at his right hand, the other at 
his left. They supported the hands of the saintly priest, who 
on account of physical weakness, was unable to hold them up. 
During the holy Sacrifice the angels served him with every 
mark of love and reverence. 

Kuebler relates the following significant occurrence. “On 
one occasion, a venerable priest had a remarkable vision con- 
cerning three young girls who were assisting at Mass. Two of 
them had their guardian angels at their side, but a horrid demon 
was dancing about the third. The priest not understanding what 
this meant, asked the first one after Mass what thoughts had 











Hail, Queen of Angels! 
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occupied her mind during the holy Sacrifice. The girl replied 
that she had meditated on the bitter passion and death of her 
dear Savior, especially the painful crowning of thorns and the 
crucifixion. ‘Then,’ said the priest, ‘I am not surprised to have 
seen your angel guardian descend from heaven and place a 
wreath of fragrant red roses upon your brow. This was the 
reward for your devotion.’ 

“When the second maiden was asked what had been her 
sentiments during Mass, she told that she had lovingly reflected 
on the tender childhood of the sweet Infant Jesus, how for our 
salvation he had assumed human nature. The servant of God 
acknowledged that he had seen her angel guardian bringing 
white roses from heaven wherewith he encircled her brow, show- 
ing thereby how pleasing was her devout attention in the sight 
of God. 

“The third girl confessed that she was in ill humor and had 
reluctantly assisted at Mass, deliberately directing her thoughts to 
foolishness and vanities. ‘And this is the reason,’ rejoined the 
priest, ‘why I saw the devil hopping about you, filling your mind 
with such silly thoughts.’ ” 

Once when St. Mechtilde assisted at divine service with the 
other nuns in choir, God permitted her to see the guardian angel 
of each one standing at her side. In their hands the celestial 
spirits held scepters of golden lilies which they offered to the 
virgins to kiss whenever they inclined, as is the custom of the 
Church. The angels also accompanied the religious when they 
approached the altar for Holy Communion. 


Angels Sing the Gloria. 


The saintly Benedictine nun, Johanna Maria Bonhomi, enjoyed 
most intimate associations with the angels. Often while she 
assisted at Mass, she heard charming angelic voices sing the 
Gloria in excelsis. Usually, too, on the day and night preceding 
her Holy Communion she could hear the angels singing. A few 
times this celestial Mass was heard by other nuns who were pres- 
ent near her. Once when Johanna approached the holy table, 
she was surrounded by many angels who said to her, ‘Rejoice, O 
daughter, for his glory will become manifest in you, and he will 
renew Jerusalem.” 

The same religious while absorbed in meditation was also 
granted this marvelous vision. It seemed to her that she had been 
transported to paradise before the throne of God where she beheld 
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the nine choirs of angels standing, and lovingly waiting on her. 
From each choir an angel came toward her, as a representative 
of his choir, and offered her to the infinite goodness of Almighty 
God. The divine Majesty accepted this oblation with complacency, 
and ordered the heavenly spirits to impart their angelic virtues to 
her soul, and in future to be her personal protectors and intercessors. 


The Vision of St. Bernard. 


Not less remarkable is a vision related by the great St, 
Bernard. Once while he fervently recited matins in company 
with the other members of his Order, the saint saw the guardian 
angels of the religious standing beside them. The angels were 
busily engaged in writing down every syllable that the monks 
pronounced. Some of the angels wrote in letters of gold, others 
in silver, others in ink, and still others in water. There were 
even some angels who wrote nothing at all. Surprised at what 
he beheld, St. Bernard desired to know its meaning. 

Enlightened by God, he understood that some of the religious, 
penetrated by the presence of God, performed the divine service 
in a perfect intention and holy zeal; for this reason, the angel 
guardians recorded their prayers in letters of gold. What was 
written in silver signified the prayers of those monks who had 
a sincere intention, but were lacking in zeal and fervor, consequent- 
ly, their prayers were of much less value than those recorded in 
gold. The ink, in which the prayers of others had been written, 
implied lack of devotion, although these religious still maintained 
a good will. Those, who through indifference and negligence 
permitted their thoughts to wander everywhere, and failed to keep 
their hearts in harmony with their lips, had deserved nothing better 
than to have their distracted, indolent prayers recorded in water. 
The angels who wrote nothing, indicated by this the extreme 
carelessness of those monks, who unmindful of the fear of God 
and their holy vocation, willfully entertained vain and harmful 
thoughts during the divine service. 

From this we learn that if we desire our prayers to be presented 
to Almighty God, recorded in gold, we must take pains to perform 
them with zeal and purity of intention. 


Power of the Sign of the Cross. 


Maria Ragga was so intimate with her guardian angel that 
every night the heavenly guide would awaken her for prayer. 
When the evil spirit endeavored to prevent her from these pious 








94 Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


exercises, her angel instructed her to ignore his wicked sugges- 
tions and to bless herself with the sign of the cross. This advice 
was a great comfort to her, and proved an easy means to disarm 
Satan and resist his attacks. 

Whenever this holy virgin went to church, two guardian 
angels walked before her. Once as she was praying in the 
oratory, a person possessed by an evil spirit happened to be 
present and constantly insulted her with blasphemous words. 
Ever a faithful defender, the angel guardian told her not to heed 
the conduct of the possessed person, but to continue her devotions 
undisturbed. Maria obeyed as usual, and thenceforth was privi- 
leged to see her guardian angel precede her with a cross when- 
ever she went to Holy Communion. 

It is known from the life of Margaret Yprensis, that while 
she prayed, she was frequently supported by two angels. We 
also read that when Maria Mendesia went to church to recite 
the psalter, her guardian angel walked before her with a lamp 
to enable her to read the prayers. 

In order that the devotions of the children of God be more 
fervent and consequently of greater value before God, the angelic 
spirits often condescended, to the delight of their clients, to join 
them in prayer. What joy must it have afforded the holy bishop 
Birinus, to have the angels pray the divine office with him, while 
on his journey to England! A similar privilege was accorded to 
the saintly archbishop Gudwall. Once as he began his office 
with accustomed zeal and devotion, saying the words: “Deus 
in adjutorium meum intende—O God, come to my assistance,” 
the angel guardians responded, “Domine, ad adjuvandum me 
festina — O Lord, make haste to help me.” In this manner, 
priest and angels chanted the office alternately, verse after verse, 
until they had finished (Surius die 6. Junii). 


Our Intercessors at the Throne of God. 


The angels are the special intermediaries between God and 
man. Prompted by their great love for us, the guardian angels 
do not content themselves by admonishing us to pray and aid- 
ing us to do so fervently, but they offer our prayers to the 
Almighty, and intercede for us at the throne of God and with 
the Queen of heaven. To confirm this we have many examples. 

Once when St. Gertrude was devoutly assisting at holy 
Mass, her guardian angel approached, and taking her in his arms 
like a little child, he carried her to heaven. There he presented 
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the saint to the heavenly Father with the petition: Bless, O Lord 
God the Father, bless this thy daughter. He likewise offered her 
to God the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. The angel’s petition for 
Gertrude was granted; she was blessed and glorified by the three 
Divine Persons at the request of her holy guardian. 

Ferdinand, king of Portugal, was so devoted to his powerful 
uardian angel, St. Michael, that he daily invoked him and per- 
ormed special devotions in his honor. The monarch also fasted 

every year on the eve of the feast of this heavenly prince, and on 
the festival itself, received the Bread of angels with all possible 
reverence, in honor of his faithful guardian. These devout exer- 
cises were most pleasing to the angel, and shortly before his happy 
death, he was favored with a consoling vision of the glorious 
archangel. Rapt in ecstasy, he beheld St. Michael petitioning the 
Mother of God to obtain through her efficacious intercession with 
our Lord, that Ferdinand would be called away from this world 
of fleeting pleasures to the eternal joys of heaven, in order that 
no wickedness would sully his soul and rob him of his innocence. 

St. Michael’s petition was graciously received by Mary, and 

she assured him that on an appointed day, Ferdinand should be 
united with her and her divine Son. Ferdinand expressed his 
gratitude to Mary and the angel, prepared himself for eternity, 
and in the presence of St. Michael was received by the Mother 
of God into heaven. 
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New Premiums! 


Here is an easy way to obtain a prayer-book, 
rosary, or story book. Just interest a few of your 
friends in Tabernacle and Purgatory. “The Golden 
Book” is praised by every user. Boys and girls es- 
pecially will appreciate the charming story books, 
full of interest for old and young alike. 


For 2 NEW Subscriptions: a cocoa rosary or a story book. 
For 3 NEW Subscriptions: “The Golden Book” cloth binding. 


For 4 NEW Subscriptions: a story book. 
“The Golden Book” in leather bind- 
For 5 NEW Subscriptions: ing and gilt edge, or a gold-chain 
rosary, 5 years guarantee. 
the fine book “Father Paul of Moll,” 
For 10 NEW Subscriptions: or a gold-chain rosary, 10 years 
guarantee. 


Rosaries will be blessed and forwarded after the subscription 
price has been received. 
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What Some of Our Dear Readers Have to Say. 


DETROIT. — Inclosed please find $1.00 towards my subscription 
to the pious little magazine, ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ It is like a 
sweet breath of heaven wafted into our home every month. As long 
as I am able I hope to be on its subscription list. 


PERRYVILLE. — Oh, the little book is such a help to our devotion to the 
Sacred Heart and to the most Blessed Eucharist. I do think so much of the 
booklet. I wish I could induce the whole parish to subscribe to it. May the 
blessing of God be upon you for the benefit we have received through your 
dear little magazine. 


WISCONSIN. — You are to be congratulated upon your work 
in your periodieal. I, for one, ean truly say I derive more good 
and more real pleasure from ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ than 
I do from any other paper or magazine. May you long be spared 
in your noble work. 


QUINCY. — Your golden little magazine, | must call it a treasure ina 
Catholic home; it is a sure gate to heaven. 


A NOBLE PRIEST FROM ILLINOIS. — I know of no Catholic periodical 
to be compared to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” in inculcating “True Devotion 
to Jesus and Mary” the fountain and the channel of supernatural life to the 
world, namely, divine grace...... Your magazine contains the vital message 
of the church, keeping before its readers, “The earnest desire of Jesus 


Christ and his Church.” 


ST. LOUIS. — A friend gave me a copy of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory’’ to read, and I was very much pleased and edified with the 
excellent articles printed therein. Our pastor urges his congregation 
to subscribe and healso reads from your paper during the holy hour. 


A PRIEST FROM N. DAKOTA WRITES: — Your little pamphlet is 
certainly one of the best publications for the Catholic public. I wish it 
every possible success. 


PENNSYLVANIA. — I sent you about fifty subscribers for this valuable 
little book. I think it is the grandest, in fact, | could not express my love 
for this book. I feel anyone could almost save his soul by reading it alone, 
and I surely think God will reward you and all interested in this work. 


PENNSYLVANIA. — I don’t like to miss a single copy of this most interest- 
ing and edifying little book. It is so full of good things to know, that I believe 
it must be composed in the vestibule of heaven. It is in my opinion, a jewel of 
great value. God grant that it may doas much good for every reader as it has 
done for the humble writer of this letter. 


May the Lord bless all our Readers! 
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Special Devotions Explained. 


~ 


Each pamphlet is a brief but comprehensive treatment of its 
subject. The booklets are written in an attractive style, and you 
will read the clear explanations with increasing interest and edification. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary. 
Conformity to the Will of God. 
Magnificence of the Love of God. 
Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus. 
; | Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations. 
NEW! ~-_ All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
| Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted. 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly. 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 
The Fountain of Grace. 
Devotion to Mary. 
Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 

2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00 


Devotion to the Precious Blood. 
Message of the Sacred Heart. 
Holy Water in the Christian Home. 


3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50 


Only a few moments given to spiritual reading daily will result 
in great spiritual profit. It will re-enkindle zeal and fervor, and tend 
to lead young and old to the practice of a devout and virtuous Cath- 
olic life. 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 








DEMAND THE 


Genuine MT. OLIVE Coal 


or the 
Guaranteed Staunton Coal. 


It is good for grates, cook-stoves or furnaces — burns up 
clean, is free from slate and rock, and makes very little ash. 


Mined only by 
THE CONSOLIDATED COAL COMPANY OF ST. LOUIS, 
RAILWAY EXCHANGE BUILDING, 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 








St. Joseph’s Academy, 
Clyde, Mo. 
Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. 


A SELECT CONVENT SCHOOL. 


Only Catholic girls of good character are admitted. 


4 ENROLLMENT at this Institution will insure for your 
daughter a solid Christian education. Catechetical instructions 
are given by the Reverend convent Chaplain who spares no 
pains to impart to the pupils a clear knowledge of our holy 
religion. Special attention is paid to the formation of char- 
acter, and the careful training, thorough religious instructions 
and regular discipline of the convent school will exert a favorable 
influence for after-life. 


q THE CURRICULUM embraces the Academic, Commer- 
cial, Preparatory, Domestic Science, Music and Art Departments. 


q THE ACADEMY is situated in a healthful locality. Exten- 
sive grounds and woodland afford students opportunity for abun- 
dant out-door exercise. New, modernly equipped buildings. 


{ Conveniently situated near the Wabash and the Chicago 
Great Western Railroads. 


4 Terms—$200.00 per year. Children under 10 years $160.00. 
4 For catalog address: The Sister Dirediress. 
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Conception College and Seminary. 


An ideal college home particularly for young men who are study- 
ing for the holy priesthood. 

Beautiful and healthful location. Large campus. 

Complete College and High School courses. Modern languages 
free. Church Music a specialty. 

For catalog and particulars address : 


The Rev. Rector, O.S.B., 
Conception College, Conception, Mo. 
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Published under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas, O. S. B., at the Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. Issued in English and in German, 
eight times a year, viz., May, June, August, October, November, January, February, 
March. Subscription, per year 50 cts. For Canada, Ireland and England 60 cts. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
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